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The Westside School is an empty school complex containing Las 
Vegas' oldest remaining schoolhouse. It is located in the 
core of Las Vegas' worst census district from a poverty stand 
point and is adjacent to the nine other districts that comprise 
the "Top Ten" in poverty.

The school site is directly off the freeway exits and is easily 
accessible not only to EOB's prime target community, but to re 
sidents throughout the city. It is easily visible from the free 
way and, in its present condition, does not present an attrac 
tive picture of what is the first branch of the Las Vegas Gram 
mar School.

Though time and indifference have taken their toll, the building 
retains an appearance of quiet dignity. To preserve its archi 
tecture, characteristic of the era in which it was built, would 
be a source of pride to the citizens of the community as well as 
a way by which a part of Las Vegas history would be preserved for 
future generations of Nevadans and Clark County residents.

The school is presently closed and boarded to prevent entry. The 
original 1922 portion was constructed in a modest Mission Revival 
style; possessing a centrally placed curvilinear parapet wall 
which denotes the main entry.

The one-storey stucco and frame structure faces to the south 
(Washington Street). Please refer to attached site map for 
property layout.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ""

History of Westside School has great historical significance in that 
it is Las Vegas' oldest remaining schoolhouse. It was the original 
"Branch No. 1, Las Vegas Grammar School". The original building, the 
one proposed for renovation through this funding was built in 1922, 
at Washington and "D" Streets. The original building consisted of 
just two classrooms the front two rooms of the existing structure. 
The back two rooms which make up the building were added in 1928.

The school was built on land donated to the Clark County School Dis 
trict by Helen J. Stewart in 1921. The first two rooms contained 1st 
and 2nd grades only and the two remaining rooms added in 1928 housed 
3rd and 4th grades. The first principal of the school was Ms. Ruth 
Fyfe who served from 1924-1935. She currently resides in Las Vegas 
and may be reached at 384-1472.

The second principal of the school was Mr. Howard A. Wasden, who ser 
ved from 1935-1942. He also resides in Las Vegas and may be reached 
at 734-6977. It is interesting to note that there were no black 
students at the school in its early days. The first black students 
were in attendance in 1926-27. Some early students of note who attended 
the Westside School included Dr, Sam Davis and Mrs. Mendoza, mother of 
District Judge John Mendoza.

It should also be noted that the original building was painted grey, 
not the pink color that it is now. The Westside School location is 
also historically significant as the original Las Vegas town site.

In 1948, eight block classrooms were added to the school complex,under 
the construction supervision of Mr. Ben 0. Davey. The facility as 
it now stands is partially wood frame and partially concrete block 
and is situated on a 2.6 acre parcel. The school was phased out for 
use on June 8, 1967--the last principal being Mr. D. French and on 
November 24,1974, the School Board of Trustees declared it to be 
surplus property and adopted a resolution to sell at its appraised 
market value of $25,000.

In the spring of 1975, the Economic Opportunity Board received $37,500 
from 1st Year Community Development Block Grant funds from the City 
of^Las Vegas. $25,000 was spent to purchase the facility and the re 
maining $12,500 was used for preliminary restoration of the block 
structure. (Cont'd, see attachment) !
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Block A of Valley View addition to City of Las Vegas. Beginning at 
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the South Line North 77________________________(See Cont. Sheet)
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Cont'd)

The Westside School is significant to the Black Community of Las 
Vegas from a social and education stand point. It was the school 
for the Black citizens; enabling many to obtain a basic education 
and /or go on to secondary educational facilities. The community 
leaders of the Westside still regard tlie old school with affection 
and esteem. !



Form No. 10-300a 
(Kev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION Continued

Block A, a distance of 154.80 feet; thence leaving said South Line 
North 77 degrees 21' 31" East a distance of 157.68 feet to a point 
on the East line of said Block A; thence South 01 degrees 41' 02" 
East along said East Line a distance of 30.00 feel to the point of 
beginning.
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Cont'd)

The Westside School played a key role in the historical development of Las Vegas.

Westside School, opening in 1921, was the first grammar school in West Las Vegas. 
It was the first public school attended by Native American students from the 
Piaute Indian Colony, which is located approximately one mile from the school.

Westside School was also the first school of attendance for two major waves of 
migrants to the Las Vegas area. The first wave occurred in the early 1930's 
and was caused by the construction of Hoover Dam. The latter took place in early 
1940, with war-related industry being the prime attractor. Many of the latter 
group were Blacks coming from the rural south and their arrival marked the physical 
beginning of today's West Las Vegas-North Las Vegas Black community.

Although socially significant to many groups, ;the Westside School is more 
significant to the Black community. Many Blaciks had their first experience 
with racially integrated education at Westside. It was also the school they 
attended while making the transition from a rural to an urban life style and 
Westside is located in the current Black community.

Although regarded with affection and esteem by many citizens of Las Vegas, the 
Black community has a stronger emotional attachment to the school. Westside School 
played a significant role in the individual arid collective beginning of the heritage 
of Black citizens and their community. I

Finally, upon restoration of Westside School, community members have expressed 
the desire to be a part of the use of the school. Plans have been made to 
accommodate a senior-citizen project and historical artifacts room.

Alumni have agreed to maintain the school.
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